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The New York Times bestseller featured on THE TODAY SHOW!A heart-tugging dog adoption
story told through letters--deeply sincere and almost desperate pleas for a forever home--from
the dog, himself!This picture book shares the tale of Arfy, a homeless mutt who lives in a box in
an alley. Arfy writes to every person on Butternut Street about what a great pet he'd make. His
letters to prospective owners share that he's house broken! He has his own squeaky bone! He
can learn to live with cats! But, no one wants him. Won't anyone open their heart--and home--to
a lonesome dog? Readers will be happily surprised to learn just who steps up to adopt Arfy.Troy
Cummings's hilarious and touching story is a perfect gift for a child wanting a dog, and for pet
adoption advocates. It also showcases many different styles of letter writing, making it appealing
to parents and teachers looking to teach the lost art of written communication."It's an instant
classic in our household." --#1 New York Times bestselling author Sarah J. Maas



can i be your dog summary can i be your dog meaning can i be your dog reading level can i be
your dog opinion writing can i be your dog in spanish can i be your dog pdf can i be your
boyfriend in spanish can i be your dog craft can i be your dog activities can i be your legacy can i
be your dog comprehension questions how bad can i be can i be pregnant and not know it

Sit. Stay. Love. Life Lessons from a Doggie The Eensy Weensy Spider Freaks Out! (Big-Time!)
Dog Training for Kids: Fun and Easy Ways to Care for Your Furry Friend I Wanna Iguana
Whoever Heard of a Flying Bird?: A Children's Book About Not Giving Up Strictly No Elephants
Jungle Scrumble: A funny, feel-good children's picture book bursting with vibrant jungle scenes
and hilarious animal antics



kenneth cole, “Can I be your BOOK?. If you are looking for a story full of humor and a message
of perseverance, hit "Buy It Now". My family has been a fan of Troy's since he visited my son's
school last year. REWIND: When I heard Troy Cummings was coming to my son's school, I
checked out his "stuff". It didn't take long for me to realize "Dang, this guy is good!" The better
children's writers do not write down to their audience, they tell stories that a child will find
something in at every level & discover something different each time they read it. We read this
for the first time a few nights ago & upon a reread last night, both my sons were pointing out
different things. As an adult, Troy's work feels timeless. His artwork reminds me of the old Hanna-
Barbera cartoons, so clean and full of joy that you can't help but smile as you read it.The
message: This book can be read as a simple A-Z story, but, it's even better when you use it to
create a dialog with your child/children. We were able to talk about reacting to your environment,
never giving up, why we help others and treating everyone with respect and dignity. At the end of
the day, it is a wonderful little story.If you get it now, you can brag to all the other parents how you
"discovered" it before it won a Caldecott Medal...”

El, “Will be my new go to book to give at baby showers!!. I am a mother of three and run a dog
rescue. This book is my new favorite children’s story. The pictures were fantastic and the kids
were so happy to read about Arfy looking for his new home. I read the book at my children’s
preschool and then did an “adopt a dog” activity with the kids. They were so enthralled with this
book! A perfect book to get them thinking about “dog adoption” at a young age. Well done!”

CeCeLibrarian, “You will want Arfy to be your dog!. Arfy is a dog in need of a place to stay, so he
emBARKS on a mission to find a forever home by writing letters to everyone who lives on
Butternut Street; asking the question, one house, one fire station, one butcher shop at a time,
“Can I be your dog?” He truly is one persistent pooch! Without much persuasion, I bet that Arfy
would have you convinced that he’s the dog for you. Each letter will simply make your heart
melt.Can I be Your Dog? was a pure joy to read and it made me want to snuggle with my own fur-
baby Schnoodle, Susie-Q, who my nephew used to call “Susie Cute.” She was given to us by my
aunt and she has been the sweetest little addition to our family. She is often my reading buddy at
night before I go to bed. We are her people as much as she is our dog and we love her to pieces.
Much like what we have, Arfy just wanted a family that he could call his own and with each letter
he writes, the reader likely will be vying for Arfy to send a letter to them, in which case he would
have no problem finding a home because every child is going to want to take him in. When I
introduce this book to my students this school year, they are sure to fall in love the same way I
did. Something tells me that I’m going to need to get my hands on more than one copy for our
library.In this book, Troy Cummings is both author and illustrator and as you flip through the
pages you will quickly adore Arfy as a playful, cheerful, determined dog. Here are some of the



reasons I really enjoyed this book:The cover! – Our students love dogs and will be drawn to
Arfy’s adorable face. Also, note that the forever stamp on Arfy’s envelope is a forever home
(LOVE this!)The front matter – There is a collection of awesome stamps to start the book of
varying color, price, and size.The letters – Arfy is a pretty persuasive writer. His letters are so
sweet and filled with hope. I like the different paper that he finds to write on and the various
responses he receives. Some nice, some not so nice…but it only takes one yes!The ending – It
will melt your heart (no spoilers, so that’s all I’m going to say).The final letter from Arfy – Arfy
provides tips on how to help homeless animals, including links to the ASPCA and the Humane
Society.I can think of at least two activities to try with students after reading this book:Have
students write a response letter to Arfy. Would they have said yes to him and invited him into
their home? Why?Have students write their own persuasive letter as Arfy. What might they want
to say that would convince someone to be his forever family?Have you read the book? What
else will you plan to do with your students? Maybe a service project to help homeless animals?
Be sure to check out Troy Cummings’ other books. I would highly recommend his Notebook of
Doom series as it has been a HUGE hit at my school. There are 13 books in total and it is the
sort of story that will hook all readers. Check out the trailer on Scholastic’s Branches website
(link below in the Shout-Outs).”

Ali, “Sweet book and message. This book is comprised of several short letters written by a dog
trying to find a home to various people in the neighborhood. The letters are cute and clever and
he also receives responses back from the people he writes to. Ultimately he finds a home and
you'll find yourself tearing up a bit particularly if you are an animal lover! It's a good story to read
to your kids and teach them about the issue of homeless pets and the importance of adopting
from shelters! The illustrations are bright and fun making it a visually pleasing book even if kids
can't quite understand the message yet.”

Lauren Berman, “A Must Have Children’s Book!. This book should be in every child’s library! The
concept of a dog writing to potential owners is so unique and it also teaches a little bit about
writing a basic letter. The message in the story about finding the right owner Arfy is also so
heartwarming(get tissues the first time you read this). I think it’s very important to teach kids
about the importance of true pet ownership and the thought/love that goes into that. Truly one of
our favorite stories. We actually purchased the second book “I Found A Kitty!” and were equally
pleased!”

CFB, “Great way to introduce a conversation with children about homelessness .... Fabulous
story about homelessness in relation to strays and about adopting pets that need a home. Great
way to introduce a conversation with children about homelessness in general. Also a fabulous
tool for demonstrating letter writing, a lost art for many young people. Teachers can use this for
social justice, letter writing, persuasive writing and debate as well as innovation! Language is



clear, illustrations delightful!”

Jeni, “Cute book, niece and daughter both adore it.. I only gave 4 stars because the pages were
dog-eared (no pun intended) as if previously owned or dropped or stacked with its pages bent. I
didn’t have time to return before nieces bday so gave as is and she didn’t seem to notice or care.
This book makes me sad though, kids are tough these days reading books about dogs nobody
wants. Wrecked me, lol but at least it has a happy ending.”

RummourHasItBlog, “Review by a 7 year old. My daughter is 7. I allow her to rate her books. She
wants to rate this a 4 because parts of the story was too sad for her.”

AMJ, “Cute story, also arrived faster then expected. Cute illustrations, kids like it”

Pamela Corey, “Adorable picture book. Most adorable picture book ever for animal
lovers...especially dog lovers. Great story with a happy ending.”

priscilla d., “lindo!. o produto chegou antes do previsto e é bem maior do que eu esperava. uma
graça!”

Vika, “Great message in the story. My friends daughter loves it . I did too, I cried reading this...
happy ending”

Cliente Ebook Library, “Concienciar a los más pequeños sobre el abandono de mascotas a la
vez que aprenden inglés. Precioso y muy emotivo! Voy a comprar varios para el cole!”

The book by Troy Cummings has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 1,347 people have provided feedback.
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